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Dedication 


To  all  of  tliC  .aen,  wo.rien,  boys  aiicL  ^Irls  who  have 
atociiclcu  Burr  Oa-:  Gchool 

Aclnaovrl  edijueiit 

-  v;e  wis:,  to  tha>i3i:  all  of  tiiose  who  helped  to  .aake  this 
hiatory  posLihle,    V'e  especially  want  to  thank  Oscar  Pelch, 
:!rs.  Praiil:  Felch,  Collie  Pelch  V^'au^h,  Ifrs.  Skinner,  Mrs.  Caiiip, 
ETVin  ^»  ruact,  Pred  Graveiiisli  end  uiany  others  for  their 
infoiuation  and  interest 

Staff 

Editor  -  Gene  Converse 
AscistciUit  Editor  -  Arlecn  Blu:ae 
liusinesG  Manajer  -  Ardell  Blume 

Peporters  -  Die::  Ilcncy,  Ilon.ia  Teats,  Phillip  Baldwin,  Jureiic 

no{jan,  G corbie  Morse,  Karen  Sukow,  David  Edison 
Stz'J^i  Advisor  -  !:rs.  Wil.aa  Nobbs 
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I'uo  Or^'c-.isc-oion  of  Sclicol  PiLtrict  2"j 
Gair.cl  Little  r^id  v/ifc,  A.uaiKlQ,  ou  :.:cLy  G,  1GG7,  dccc-cd 

the  iOLlov.iiiC  property  to  lUctilct  2>.    Obadicii  S:.iith  ciid 

Rl'win  Prcncii  were  v.-ltnecGec  to  tlic  trciicaction, 

Ik.o"i-tiiiio"  c-t  the  S.V,  (lUca'teT  atal.e  of  the  1T,T\  quarter 

of  Section  7,  102,  17,  ru-.nine  10  rods  north  on  section  line- 

EaGt  o  rods  -  Gouth  10  rode  -  Y-'ect  8  rode  to  the  point  of  be{i'in- 

nin^-.        acre  of  Israid. 

Piled  r:ay  27,  IGG7  at  2  P.M. 

School  BuildincG  in  Dictrict  23 
In=lo^7,  Dictrict  23  included  Diotrict  40,  which  io  the 
school  juct  north  rjid  cast  of  us  on  the  highway.    The  first  school 
was  taucli"t  tiy  Jr.ne  Reeves  iii  a  'ooard  sh£?jaty  on  Section  6,  owne-d  by 
Henry  Pcro.     Tlie  ter-a  co  iaenced  in  the  last  of  May  1867.    In  the 
fall  of  that  year,  a  Ic^;  schoolhouse  was  erected  for  educational 
purposes  iii  the  township,    Martha  Slocum  was  the  t cached.  In 
1307  the  district  was  divided.    TiiC  soi  thern  part  retained  the 
old  niu.iher  cjid  a  te^^iporary  building;  was  erected  in  the  south- 
west coi'.icr  of  the  northv;csL  quarter  of  Section  7»    Aniaiida  Streavcr 
tau^^jht  ti.e  first  ter.u  in  this  building.    In  186G  a  school  house 
w^as  erected  on  th.is  sa^ao  site.    Rebecca  Otis  tau{;ht  first  in  this 
buildiii[j. 

In  IO33  Obadiali  Sraith  built  the  present  school  on  the 
sa-o  ^dtc.    Por  his  w'or'..  he  received  C'200.00  raid  the  old  buildinc;. 
He  traded  the  old  building  for  a  tea.:i  of  horses.     This  buildin^j" 
is  used  as  a  z'^^^^'^^j  on  the  Blu...e  faro.     According  to  this 
inf oi'uie.tion,  our  present  building;  is  sixty  years  old, 

Phillip  B.ilOwin,  Reporter 
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Iran'  Oa^:  Scliool  1335 

TliC  loll  i)U,)ilo  v/c-re  e-xirolled  in  Burr  Oa';  School  in  1395 

Aipilc  bctv/eo.x  5-0 
T.ouic  Preach 
OoclU'  Pclch 
rtlv;arcl  V'att 

jilLj  bcov/een  8-16 
rdina  French  ■ 
V'tiltcr  Prcnch 
Oallic  Pclch 
OcorLjc  Pclch 

:?Lii.)ilG  l)oU;ccn  IC  -.21  " 
Prc^il:  Fclch 
TJcrblia  French 


Burr  Oal;:  School  139<3 

Tiic  rclloi/inQ  jupilc  v/ere  enrolled  in  Burr  Oal:  School  in  139G 

Shirlv-y  French 
(Tcor^^e  Fclch 
Occar  Felch 
iichia  French 
^  alter  French 
LewiG  French 
i.e<..i. e  \  ai' 
Mahlc  V.'att 

Teacher  -  Cora  Fell 

Avcra^.^0  coet  per  j^mpil  -  ''3 •0125 

The  ..ionthly  crlary  for  vlnter  and  Gpiln^;  was  (;;26.50 


J3urr  Oak  School  1890 

Aotendence  for  133G 

Gcurtjc  Felch 
Occar  Fclch 
V.'alocr  French 
LevjiG  French 
::al)cl  V.'att 
Georje  Rice 
Eiiirley  French 
HUGGcll  I'cBridc 

The  ucachcr  for  the  fall  teria  was  Mabel  French 
The  teacher  for  the  winter  tern  was  Rally  'Thcupcon 

Did:  Honey,    Grade  6 


Teaclier  and  Salary 


1.  1335 

2.  1896-1897 

3.  IGOO 

4.  1899 

5.  1900 

6.  1901 

7.  .  _^902 

8.  1903 

9.  1904 

10.  1905 

11.  1906 

12.  1907 

13.  1908 

14.  1909 

15.  1910 

16.  1911 
17*  1912 

18.  1913 

19.  1914 

20.  1915 

21.  1916-17 

22.  1918-19 

23.  1920 

24.  1921-22 


Araiainta  Weseman 
Cora  Bell 

MalDel  Prenoh 
linily  Thompson 
Edith  Carter 

Lulu  Dirl^ht 

Martiia  nilller 

Alice  Meany 

351  ei lie  Hart 

Edith  Carter 
Bertha  Kind 
Libly  Stillwell 

Minnie  Paulson 
Kathr^^n  Gchesan 
Nellie  Plonergan 

Emma  Jensen 

Rose  Ames 

Catherine  Baker 

Hazel  Wilder 

Myrtle  Carter 

Mrs,  Boma  Phillips 

Grace  Martin 

Marea37et  Roberts 

Bulcie  lloQeXi 

Pern  Adler 

Ethel  I.'ilbrad 

Mrs.  Burt  Dibble 


4  tenas    J!25t00  per 
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A  Visit  with  Mrs.  Skinner 

by  Arleen  Blume 

"re,  SldLnner  v/as  superintendent  of  Mov;er  County  from  1890  to 
1900.    She  vi6itc<i  the  schools  twice  a  year.    It  was  difficult 
visiting  129  districts  tvjice  a  year,  but  she  only  missed  four 
districts  in  her  ten  years  as  superintendent. 

In  the  winter  she  visited  the  schools  with  horse  and  cutter, 
and  in  Eu.iivacr  slie  visited  with  a  horse  ^and  bug^y*    She  remembers  of 
visiting  in  District  25  very  well. 

An  unusual  case  in  a  district  happened  when  a  man  teacher, 
without  a  teachii.g  certificate,  began  to  teach  anyway.    An  unusual 
case  in  another  district  happened  when  a  mother  v/ouldn't  send  her 
children  to  school.    There  was  a  compulsory  education  law  then,  so 
an  attorney  had  to  cone  out  and  settle  it. 

One  of  the  fuiiny  incidents  that  she  remembers  was  the  morning 
she  went  to  visit  a  school  and  saw  the  teacher  sitting  on  the 
steps  crying.    She  went  to  see  what  was  the  matter.    The  children 
had  locI:c<l  her  out  of  the  schoolhouse. 

One  of  the  good  things  that  she  remembers  was  visiting  the 
schools  wheii  slie  had  to  drive  out  on  Monde^r  mornings  and  stey  all 
week  visiting  different  schools.    At  night  slie  had  to  stay  at 
different  houses.    The  people  were  always  nice  to  her,  and  let  her 
stay  whenever  she  wanted  to. 

Mrs.  Skinner  had  made  a  trip  to  Europe  some  years  ago  and 
brought  back  all  IcLnds  of  interesting  things  from  there.    One  was 
a  nujany»s  hand.    Just  the  other  day,  a  gray-haired  old  man  came  up 
to  iior  on  the  street,  and  said  he  remembered  when  she  used  to  visit 
the  schools  shovring  all  the  things  she  got  from  Europe.    He  was  a 
pupil  in  one  of  the  schools  slie  visited. 
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T..e  tcac-cr'iJ  v;ajcc  v/erc  u:e--  ^^25. 00  to  ,)33,0G  per  nontli. 
l!rs,  GldLniicr,  lc  Supcrintaidait,  recci\ecl  vlOO.OO  a  uontli.  There 
were  twclVG  □c-n  tcL-clicrc  then.    Mrs.  Skinner's  office  v/ao  in  the 
second  Gtory  of  the  Court  House.    There  ucre  123  dictricts  sxid  2 
joint  diL;tilctc,    TlxO  qualifications  a  teacher  needed  to  be  able 
to  teach  i.x  a  rural  cciiool  v/ere  to  tahe  an  exa^iiination  and  have  a 
third  ^Tade  certificcvce.    There  were  alco  first  c^ade  c^iid  second 
G'radc  certif ic:,te3. 

The  ./upils  had  to  the  si',.ae  as  they  do  now,    Tlie,;  had  to 
gr ad  15 Site  fro.^  the  eighth- £;r ad e,  - 

A  Visit  v.lth  Oscai'  Pelch 

by  Arleen  Bluuie  cuid  Tlorraa  Teats 

Occa:-  Pclch  was  bom  in  Mc.rchall  Tovrnship  nine  lailes  froiii 
here,    he  v. ent  one  ter.ii  in  the  old  slioolhouse. 

The  inside  of  the  school  was  all  covered  v/ith  wood  and 
had  four  v/indous  witu  blinds  on.    The,  hcid  no  storm  windovs.  The 
boys  had  to  haiici  their  coats  ojid  ccps  on  nails.    Pcsks  raid  seats 
were  .icdc  of  rou{;h  boards.    One  water  pail  and  one  box  of  challi  had 
to  last  for  three  years,    The^  cot  their  water  from  the  Blu.^ie  fam 
i.i  Q  tin  pail.     They  had  a  dipper  in  it,  tuid  each  child  toolc  turns 
driiihin^j  cut  of  the  dipper. 

lii  hid  weather  the  parents  had  to  tahe  their  children  to 
school  \,ith  horses  ;  nd  a  sled,    V.'hen  the  children  did  eciethin^ 
wron^;  in  school,  they  had  to  stay  in,  and  so.:ietL-..ies  they  were  beaten 
vath  a  ruler.    In  nice  weather  they  played  all  kinds  of  Gc^'-'^ec*  Vlien 
there  was  a  lot  of  snow  they  had  snowball  fights  at  recess, 

Boiiic  of  Ilr,  Felcli*s  schoolmates  were  the  following ^  r^d 
CrciicccM,  w'ho  now  11 .  es  on  Lincoln  Street,  Geor^^e  Rice,  who  lives 
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ecvai  ..iilca  out  of  Austin  on  a  fam,  George  Polcli,  his  brother, 
Bertlia  Prciich,  v;ho  now  lives  in  J.a  mi  capo  lis,  the  Watt  children, 
the  Hillicrs,  the  Pcrldns,  and  Callie  Wall,  uho  lives  in  Austin. 

OccLM'  Pelch  ranrricd  IDva  Loomis  in  1920.    They  lived  in 
District  25  for  sixty  seven  years,  living  on  the  sa:ne  fdrai  all  the 
time.    r.:r.  and  Mrs,  Pelcli  had  no  children,    Mr.  Pelch  is  the  oldest 
settler  here  iu  this  district. 

The  children  had  five  readers  in  those  days,  and  when  they 
cot  throu^-h  the  fifth  reader  they  would  be  through  school. 

,  At  that  tirae,  one  of  the  hardsMps  v;as  the  bad  weather,  v/hc-n 
it  was  stro.xLne  aiid  the  roads  were  bad,  tliey  had  to  travel  with  hor 
and  bUtj^^y,    So..^ctiiaes  the  roads  were  so  bad  the  bu^-y  would  tip 
over.    Tacn,  they  had  to  uniiitch  the  horses,  tie  them  to  the  hnacv, 
end  try  to  cot  it  back  on  the  road  a^ain.    It  took  thein  a  lone  v;hile 
to  cct  to  town,  £uid  it  was  souetiwes  a  week  before  they  cot  back 
honic  a-c-j-n.     Ohat  is  why  they  didn«t  go  to  town  very  often,  and 
then  only  when  tliey  had  to, 

So.ic  of  the  pleasaiitect  things  that  Mr.  Pelch  remeubcrs  of  thos 
days  hapjGiicd  on  Sunday  when  all  the  neighbors  went  sleicii  riding. 
The  ..cn  had  races  witli  their  horses  and  slei£;hs,  ejid  then  they  would 
just  ride  £md  talk  toeethcr.    On  Sunday  nicht  they  went  over  to  the 
neiGbbors.    Usually  the  wo-jicn  would  sit  a-.d  sew,  talldnc  over  their 
problems,  cjia  the  ].itn  would  sit  and  talk  about  their  farus  and  their 
troubles.     Xhen  later,  they  would  gather  around  the  fire  aiid  sing  a 
few  l;ou^g.    The  woi.icn  would  fix  a  lunch,  and  then  the,  would  go  ho-Tie. 

The  teachers  which  Mr.  Pelch  remenbers  the  best  were  Amy  Varco, 
who  was  alwa- s  good  to  them,  Louis  Fnright,  who  was  a  good  tcaclier 
aiid  still  could  u^jaage  the  children  well,  Edith  Carter,  who  teaches 
in  town  now,  l  nd  TTartha  Hillcr,  who  was  also  a  good  teacher. 
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AUL.tiu  a',  pad.,  ^T,  Fclcli'G  father,  was  on  tlic  ccliool  board 
for  a  ci.orb  v;iii:.c.    Byron  Frciich  and  John  A,  Tho-ipcon  were  on  the 
school  board  before  Ilr.  Pclch  uent  to  school.    Other  school  board 
ncj^bcro  v/cre  John  French,  Sylvester  Tho::.pGon,  Jolm  Durst,  Pra^al:  Felch 
Jake  }3ud^-cr,  Joe  Holobrandt  vxid  Oscar  Felch, 

£o;.ie  of  the  old  settlers  were  A.  J.  French,  Barren  French, 
Obadlcii  Gaith,  Mr.  GlXio^dXI  BXid  John  Rice. 

Mr.  Felch  raaeubcrs  a  few  of  the  fuiiny  episodes  of  those  days, 
l^lien  Oscar  Felch  was  five  years  old  he  visited  school.     All  the 
boys  hun^  tlicir  hats  on  nails  then.    He  v^ent  to  haaiG  his.; hat  up, 
but  the  teacher  said,  "1*11  tal:e  the  hat."    He  thought  she  v;as  colnQ 
to  tai^c  Ills  hat  away  fro  .a  him.    He  jumped  out  of  the  vjindow  and  rcxi 
to  the  ncichborin-j  fara  where  his  ..other  was.    I?yron  French  lived, 
there  at  the  ti..ie. 

If  there  was  Zuij  water  left  in  the  pall  at  the  end  of  school, 
they  coaetiues  fortjot  to  empty  it.    The  water  would  frees e  over 
ni^ht  caid  brca'v  the  jcXl»    They  either  borrowed  one  or  went  without 
water  the  next  day. 

They  liad  their  uiaps  in  a  steel  box  hcJi^inG  on  the  wall.  There 
were  maps  of  the  United  States,  North  America,  South  Araerica  and 
all  tue  oceans.    They  were  rather  torn  at  the  bottom.    All  the 
children  who  didnH  lilie  cco^'raphy  tore  bic  pieces  off  the  maps 
every  time  -tiiey  walhcd  by.    Finally,  there  were  no  .aaps  left. 

:U-.  Folch  rciembcrs  tha'o  Obadicii  Smith,  who  built  the  present 
school,  did  not  have  a  roof  on  his  house  at  one  time.    V.'hen  it 
snowed,  it  would  fall  il{;;ht  on  his  bed  aiid  sometimes  cover  him.  Then 
he  stridi^:  sheets  across  his  bedroom.    Vrlien  they  were  full  of  snow, 
he  woi.tld  (jct  up,  sliake  the,.a  out,  and  put  them  bade  Up  acain. 
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ai.rc  v;cro  c^<^C.  tcccicrG  ai:u  cc:.ic  bed  toaciicrc  tl.cn.    One  teaci.cr, 
inDtccicl  or  licvlnc  oIcigccc,  would  rrtaer  cpcnd  the  vriiole  day  scolding 
E;id  l)c;;.tlnj  tlic  caildren.    Another  one  licked  thcra  with  a  bug^y 
yhip  v.Iicn  £jhc  tjot  i-in^Ty.    Another  teaclier  woi:ld  juet  v/al':  up  to  the 
children  caid  alat)  the:a  or  box  tiielr  ears  as  she  paece-d. 

A  Visit  with  Mrs.  Felcli 

by  Arleen  Blume 

Clcra  Picchtr  Pelch  wa3  born  in  Aui^tin  Tovrnchip  in  1879,  She 
went  to  Minnereka  Gchoal  in  Lyle  Townoliip.    Tlie  school  waa  a  frane 
buildiu-  planned  lil:e  this  school  but  had  no  coal  bin.    'Valter  Pand 
i^aic  the  Jjchool  tliat  ncjue.    It  had  a  pot-bellied  stove  with  coal 
for  fuel.    Tiitre  were  no  seats.    The;,  had  boards  for  desl:s  and 
benclics  to  sit  on.    Their  naps  were  in  a  case  which  pulled  down  like 
a  window  Lihade,     The  school  was  blown  down  by  a  cyclone  when  rirs. 
Pclch  was  ei{jhtecn,    Tiien  they  built  tiie  school  which  is  still  in 
Lyle  iiov.-. 

The:  played  "Rescue"  aiid  "London  Bridge"  at  recess.    They  had 
spellinj  bees,  bas  et  socials,  sewing,  cai^ds  and  pussies  to  put 
together. 

At  Christiur.G  tii.e  they  had  a  bough  of  ail  oak  tree  for  a 
ChristUL.s  tree  with  popcorn  and  croiiberries  for  decorations. 

After  school  there  was  no  recreation  of  aiiy  ld.nd  unless  the 
neighuor's  childrai  called.    Then  they  played  hide  cxid  go  seek  or 
played  house  in  -the  comcrib, 

Clara  Fischer  was  raarricd  to  :'r.  Prank  Pelch  in  1905.  After 
they  were  married,  they  came  to  Distxlct  25  in  1905  aj:id  lived  on  a 
fari-i.    They  had  it  for  forty  eight  years,  and  it  is  still  the  Pelch 
far^.    The:/  had  two  childrcii,  Plorence  Pelch  Peterson  and  Francis 
Pelch  ilorue.    The  children  attended  school  here,    Francis  is  the 
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no'tlicr  Ox  George  ::orce,  v.'ho  io  nov/  attending  Gchool  here.  Tr, 
Pclch         on  llic  Gchool  board  for  twaity  five  years,    ^r,  Fclcli 
pacLicd  ^a;aj  o.i  Marclx  9,  1D4<-. 

One  of  the  hf.rdchipc  was  txiln^  to  (zet  to  town.    In  the  spring 
v/hcii  the  roadG  were  uuddy  they  used  to  ^-et  stuck  with  a  horse  ai;id 
buCoyt    'i^i^c  wheols  cot  covered  with  imd,  and  they  had  to  c'ci^  out 
end  puch  a*id  ^^ct  a.ll  ;.iuddy.    In  the  winter  tlie  snov;  ^ot  very  deep 
o;id  they  didn't  {iet  to  tov.T.i  very  often, 

Souc  of  the  pleasantcst  tliin^-s  that  slie  renenbcrs  of  those  days 
GJ^e  the  Pourlh  of  July  Celebrations,  £!ounty  Pairs,  ciid  the  Grai^ice 
meetlnjc, 

Ke:aoiles  of  Mctrict  23 
I  was  cbhc  first  mother  who  attended  the  Mother's  Club.  A 
mcctiiitj  w'as  called  to  ort^^cmize,  and  I  v/as  the  only  one  to  cliow  up. 
I  was  rather  {jlad,  as  I  was  on  ny  way  to  lay  Grandraa  ;^cr!i:in»s  bedside, 
cuid  Lhe  pasccd  awa^  a  few  da^s  later  -  thirty  three  years  a^'o.  My 
GraiKuJothcr,  or  the  ?erl:in*s  fr;;iily,  settle-d  sevent:  six  yeo.rs  aco 
on  \.hat  you  now  all  laiow  as  Graveniches  farra.    In  fact,  the  silver 
maple  planted  on  the  school  grounds  on  Arbor  Day  al.aost  sixty  years 
ago,  was  sent  by  Mrs,   f^erhins  by  her  two  grandchildren,  Mabel  sJid 
Bdwoad  \'att,  who  lived  with  her  aixd  attended  the  school.  Going- 
still  further  back,  we  talked  to  one  of  the  pupils  that  attended  the 
school  ^.iicn  she  was  a  little  girl.     She  was  Ada  Storey,  now  Mrs,  Koy 
Dibble,     Ghe  says,  on  account  of  wolves  and  going  thru  the  W'Oods, 
she  was  carried  on  the  backs  of  older  pupils  or  the  Gatiagan  boys, 
especially  Jack,    Che  still  lives  in  Austin,  and  is  a-out  eighty  five 
years  or  older,    She  lived  where  Joe  La;:iping  lived.    All  the  Perkins 
fatally  attended  the  school,  and  eight  of  our  faaily  went  to  school 
tliorc, 

Mrs,  John  Walsh,  Go6        Bridge  St,  Austin,  Mn. 


at  i/.-c^'  v/oiilcl  iicar  t..c  liowl  of  v.'olvcc  aiiil  look  out  the 

v/inda\;  to  Geo  tlici.i  cilhouetted  a^c'^inst  tlio  iiici^t  Gl:y, 

r'c-uiii-  d  lio-^e  \vc.r;;i  at  tliac  ti..ie  v/ac  cu'iother  problem,  v.-liich 
the;  cjolvcd,  co..iev;liat,  by  putting;  clcai:!  ctraw  under  the  haiid- 
v/ovcii  CLrpctc,  and  tar  papering  and  baiiidn^;;  the  foundation.  Cook 
stovcc,  heaters  and  hard  coal  burners  provided  warath,  but  even  at 
that,  there  v;ere  ifiexij  nights  v/hen  the  cold  was  really  felt,  despite 
all  efioi'tL:, 

I'r,  LaapiUij  EeWed--  several  ter.ns  on  the  school  board  with 
John  French  vjiG.  Tlurt  Manchester,    One  of  the  outstanding;  teachers 
at  Ihai^  tiae,  \;ho  rc.iains  in  the  iiienory  of  the  children,  v/as  Miss 
Grace  Mcrtin,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Austin, 

"loth  "r.  Laid  Mrs,  Laapiho  were  active  in  the  district  and  cc^\'e 

freely  of  their  sc. vices  whenever  called  upon, 

Mrs,  G,  P.  Granliolm 
605  Ilaraon  Avenue 
Austin,  Ciiiinesota 

Three  Generations  Attend  8a:ae  School 

O.i  lUirch  10,  ILh'jo  my  ^xeat  jjrandpar exits,  Austin  II,  Pclch  and 
SULc-n  Annette  ?ov/ers  Pclch,  cane  to  the  farm  where  ny  c^eat  uncle, 
Osccr  Pelch,  now  lives,     llie:,  broui^'ht  with  them  their  four  children. 
One  of  them  was  my  {jrandf athcr,  Prcnk  P,  Pclch,  who  was  nine  years 
old  at  that  tij:ie.    He,  hiu  sister  and  two  brothers  were  born  in 
?'ari-hall  township, 

GrrXidf athcr  went  to  school  in  the  first  school  house  in 
Distilct  23,    In  18Q3  the  present  buildin/-  was  built. 

In  1JG5  my  Grandfather  a^id  Grandmother  were  married,  Hiey 
built  the  iicuce  we  now  live  in.    They  planted  the  ever^jrecns,  apple 
and  pluii  trees,    '  '  '  ' 
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GvcJ^iC  .otl.cr  c^.u  ni'cu.afat  cr  P.  Icl.  hau  tv/o  cUilLrcn,  uiy  Aunt, 
Floj-'cnoc  IVlca  ?eucrGon  Liid  uy  :.]otlu.r,  Frraicis  Pclch  Mor^ie.  Tlicy 
bo  til  a-tbaitUd  cchool  in  lUcurict  23.  couQin,  Nancy  Pctercon, 

weiit  to  Dcuool  licrc  Tor  a  v/liile  too,    V'e  are  the  third  generation 
of  our  fcv.lly  to  {jo  to  the  saiiie  scliool. 

GeorL;e  Pclch  Moree,  Grade  3 

Memories  or  School  Days  in  rUctrict  23 

'iiittrict  23  v;as  the  only  Gchool  I  ever  attended,  parents, 
brother,  Frank,  cictcr,  Gallic,  and  brother,  Occar,  lived  where 
i:r.-  inu  nrc,  Occar  Pclch  are  living-  todcy.  V'e  all  attended  cchool 
£0.-10  of  the-  Da^iO  yearc,  Ve  lird  one  riid  one  quarter  :ailcG  to  Y;allc, 
v.'e  hfid  Lo.;e  cold,  ator.ay  winters,  and  the  roads  would  drift  badly, 
Patucr  i-,L,ecl  to  l:a>:c  us  to  ochocl  with  a  tea;."!  and  sleigh,  and  we 
had  a  hard  ti.ic  j^ettinj  throu^jh  the  deep  drifts, 

I  cc^i  rcuic:aber  the  pictUiC  of  "Gittin^-  7>ull"  was  car^/eu  on  the 
couth  Ciidi^  of  the  wood  shed, 

I  can  recall  of  catching  rides  on  the  sleiijhs  of  farmers 
drivui:^'  h:.  rnd  throv,  l.iC  sno\;ballc  at  coi^e  of  the  drivers.  There 
were  i\.ally  oCod  horues  in  thoce  days, 

I  ccvi  also  recall  several  of  my  teachers,    I  thinlc  Finnic 
Cancron  was  tlie  first  teacher  in  about  1G90,     Then,  there  were 
Ecfic  Crood.ucj.!,  Olive  Gava{je,  Sadie  Litchfield,  Amy  Varco,  Lulu 
Easter,  Cora  Bell,  Lulu  Enri,;nt,  Eaily  'Tlioiapson  and  !'label  French. 
GertruCic  IILlis,  now  Trs,  John  Skinner,  was  superintendent, 

those  were  the  days  of  rattle  snakes,     I  can  recall  wiien  Olive 
Savrje  wa-;  teacl:iintj  us.    The  school  I'lids  Ton  across  a  rattlesnak-e 
northcaso  of  the  school  hoULo,     "'r.  Savage  ca:ie  alonsn;  with  a  v/aGoii 
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cxid  occui,    Oli'-e  rcxi  out  to  tlic  roati,  una  he  cai-^-e  in  cJicl  killcvl  it* 

I  c-lco  ..x.-icfocr  >lic.t  coEae  uen,  v.iiO  '.vcre  \,orId.nc  on  the  ror4,  mailed 

one  on  the  roridcitle  toutli  uest  of  the  school  house. 

I»d  liho  to  jjay  that  Pistrict  23  v;ac  a  c^eat  help  to  youns 

jeojle,  itnd  I  tuj-cly  i^peak  well  of  twis  oohool  o^id  the  teachers, 

Geor^je  W,  Fclch 
Shevlinj  ninnecota 

Int^  rvicv/lnc  the  Jordano 

"by  ITorma  Teats 

?at  Jordan  and  his  wife,  Lauretta,  lived  on  the  farr.  that  nao 
-tlie  Ohcdi-h  G.;.ith  place,    :'r.  Jordan  and- his  \Tife  live  in  Austin  nov/ 

Lauretta  Joyce  Jordan  tau^'ht  school  at  Sargeant  for  eleven 
yec-'s.     M.c  taujht  tv/e:ity  children  and  v/as  paid  frO:.  $'20. CO  to 
CoO.OO  per  Liontu.    One  of  the  texts  used  then  was  the  "Robertson 
Arith.icLIc".    All  the  other  books  were  "Appleton".    Later  the  books 
were  tiic  ^'Vnite  Series". 

\;he.i  ::rs.  Jordijn  punished  the  childrai,  she  tweaked  their 
ears  or  l.idr  to  ..lalie  the  a  beiuvc.     She  didn't  have  to  do  this  often. 
One  child  v.ould  co..ic  to  school  with         in  his  raouth.    He  would 
Pr.SL  it  around  aiid  let  everyone  chew  it.     This  vaade  the  tcaclicr  very 
aiio^'y* 

Tlie^-  had  no  V.and  washing  facilities.    No  one  washed  his  hr;i':ds, 
unlcbs  badly  needed.     'Vheii,  the    had  to  wipe  their  hands  on  trouser 
Icjs  or  s!:irts,  because  tucy  had  no  paper  towels.    In  fact,  at  first 
the,  had  no  paper  at  all.    Txiey  only  had  black  bocjcds  e^id  slates. 

T..e  f-  chcol  ter^is  were  only  two  ..ionths  in  the  su  .naer  three 
uonths  in  the  winter. 

I.!rs,  Jordcii  also  taUj^ht  in  South  Dakota,    The  children  were- 


i 


( 


ouu  o£  ccliool  v;hea  "they  v;ere  ■tlirv:yUi2;-  the  fiftli  reader  c>ia  ''c\ic  Ltcond 
r.iltli.icbic  boo'..    Tliey  clidnH       by  u^'cdec,  but  by  the  boo'^c 
CO.  i^)ii^t  eu« 

Jordcii  v/c'D  bom  in  Freeborii  Ccinity.    He  v;ent  to  Gchool  at 
ITouiv  i-i  a  country  tichool, 

Pat  aiid  laurcLta  Jordan  were  carried  in  1919.     "Tney  lived  on 
tliclr  Ic.T^A  for  fifty  one  years,  until  it  was  sold  in  1951. 

ViGtinj  Iv'rE.  G,  \\  Caiap 
5    I  cne  Convtrce  and'Picl:  TIaney  called  at  the  ho.iie  of  "rs.  Cr,A'\ 
Cr>ap  o.i  February  24,  1953,  at  4*50 

::rc,  Cri.ip  v/ac  born  in  Poc'i  Icltiiid  County,  Illinoie,  in  1070. 
She  \;aG  .,:ar..  icd  i.i  Illinoio  to  G,  vr.  Camp.    Five  children  were  born 
to  .■■■j.',  aitd  r'i'c,  Ca:.i.).    In  1914  they  ..:oved  to  what  ic  now  Fir^lrict  23, 
.''r,  Ca.  i.)  paG'jcu  a\''ay  in  1937. 

lUirin^'  "rc,  Cr>.i.j*G  cchool  da^Q  one  enjoyed  such  thin^'G  as  ball 
tjc.acGj  Gociables,  Glate  £;eL.ueG  i^id  otherc. 

f'hc  cIgo  Lold  UG  the  condition  of  the  road,  or  Ghall  wc  cay 
t.  c^l,  whicli  v;aG  paGGable  by  horoe  and  budjX'y,     Thece  roads  wrecked 
tuo  bUtjc.ieG  of  tcnti..iC. 

Goiie  of  her  aoGt  pleacant  tiiaeo  wore  her  acGociations  vrith  her 
neiijhborG  and  with  the  Paront-Tcacher* s  Club,  which  che  helped  otart. 

Gone  of  you  Lnow  Mr.  T'crcan,  our  rnailmrji,  before  he  passed  away. 
He  wa!..'  '"rc,  Cai^ip's  son-in-law. 

IlrG,  Ca-P  had  tv;o  children  that  went  to  sd'iool  in  thic  district. 

Reporters  ~    Gene  Converse 
Dick  Ilaney 
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Ilev/  ::ciaberG  of  Our  Go.ajumity 
v:c  -.ovccl  hero  in  October  of  1350.    There  waLii't  ^x^-j  electricity 
here  lor  a  loiic  v.hilc,  so  it  cetiaed  odd  to  "be  U0in£;  flat  irons  sxid 
old  faciiioncd  la-U-'^       "tii^c  day  rJid  r^jc.     After  much  bickering  end 
v/aitliic,  v.x  finally  jot  electricity  in  this  part  in  August  of  1D52. 

v:e  iU-Vo  tv;o  Gonu,  one  of  whoa  graduated  froi.i  Austin  Central 
Hitjh  School,    lie  is  in  the  sci'vice  now,  and  the  other  one  is 
attcudino  the  Univc'^'sity  of  Ilinnesota. 

llrs,  E,  Ilcrrick 

The  Bluraes 

They  aoved  here  r'arch  1,  1951,  fro.a  LeRoy,  I^^innesota.  They 
live  on  the  Joe  Ilelebrandt  fara, 

v.'ith  the..i  are  three  children,  Arlec-n,  Ardell  and  Rosanaric. 
Ti.cir  .v.ru.to  are  Bill  and  Helen  Bluae.     Tiiey  are  enlaced  in  dairy 
far..iin£j. 

The  Ri e.-iaiiiis 

Croline  vir^'inir,  Paradise  was  married  to  Harold  LeRoy  RieiaoJin 
in  i'iiinca jolis,  lannccota,  on  October  27,  1345.     We  have  tv/o  children 
?atricla  I'arie  and  Michael  Harold, 

Ue  iioved  to  Au'./tiii  in  October  1340.     "iliis  is  i^r.  Pie;.uinn»s 
"houc  to\,ii"  ,    Vc  rented  ho.aes  until  v/e  bouj-^t  two  acres  of  land  in 
V.lndon  To\;nGhip,  caid  built  our  ov.ii  hone  on  this  land,    V'e  coiiii^leted 
building  and  -loved  into  our  home  in  March  1951.    V/e  like  to  think 
\7e  "carved  our  hoirte  out  of  the  v/ilderiiess" ,  because  our  lojid  v.'as 
covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  brush  and  trees,  and  v/e  had  to  clear 
it,  before  v/e  could  bejin  building. 

I'r,  nie.iU?nn,  v/ho  served  four  caid  one  half  years  in  the  United 
StL..tes  Ar..iy,  v/orks  as  a  plumber  in  Austin, 


Tlie  Growth  of  Burrv;ood  Addition 

There  r.rc  twenty  loto  in  Burrvvood  Addition,    Charlcc  Hcald 
l3ou{;ht  this  tract  fruia  Snith  Quick,  who  was  thera  owner  of  the 
BlUiic  farm.    Lew  Edioon  subdivided  theia  into  lots,  132  feet  wide 
and  GGO  feet  lon£j, 

TTy  ciDtcr  na-ied  thic  addition.  She  called  it  Burrwood.  There 
arc  now  ceventeen  lots  sold  in  Burrwood  Addition,  "ost  of  the  lots 
have  houGCG  on  thci.!,-- 

II ere  are  so:ne  of  the  people  thai  live  in  Burrv/ood: 

1,  Mr,  and  ':rs,  Marvin  Lovelin  cane  in  1951»    The  house 
the:,  r.j-c  now  livin^j*  in  v;as  built  by  !'r,  Lovelin  two  years. aijo. 

2,  !'r,  vxid  I!rs,  Gunderson  caine  in  1949.     The  house  they 

arc  now  liviUtJ  i-  was  built  three  years  c^o  by  ^'r,  Gunderson  and  hi; 
fatiicr, 

Z>,    !'r,  end  Ilrs,  Edison  cajne  in  1948,    The  :  ouse  they  are 
now  living  ii.  was  built  five  years  r^o  by  I'r,  I^ison, 

4,  ?:r,  raid  "'rs,  Suock  caiie  the  first  of  October  of  1952, 
They  boujit  the  iiouse,  which  was  orii_:inally  built  by  Trvin  Ilaney, 

5,  Mr,  r.nd  Mrs.  Otto  Gu'.cow  ca;ne  in  November  of  1348, 

6,  Mr,  cxiO.  MxS,  "larlaiid  Sukow  came  in  •Bece-iiibcr  1948,  They 
lived  in  l:hcir  i:c.ro.^e  until  their  new  house  was  finished  in  1933. 

7,  Mr,  ciid  !:rs,  Nor."iicii  Auer.a  Jr,  cai'ie  in  August  1943. 
The,   built  their  new  home,  which  they  are  nov;  living  in. 

0,    Mr,  and  '!rs,  Cchaefer  ceMO  in  1949. 

9.    Mr,  vxiOi  Mrs,  V/essels  cme  iri  1949.    The  house  they  are 
now  livin£;  in  was  built  by  Mr,  v/escels, 

10,    !ir,  and  Mrs,  Clarli  caLie  in  1992,    Tne  house  the  are 
now  livinp"  in  was  built  by  Mr,  Clark, 
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11.  r.id  !:ra,  Hcaiey  ca..ie  in  1349,    ^'lien  tliey  firct  ca-'ne, 

the:,  li^^t^  i^i  a  tJO-^a.e.    The,-  first  built  die  houce  which  ?Ir.  ond  Mrs 
Siaocl:  QIC  nov;  livinj  in.    The    built  the  ho:ae  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Dc-laney 
vxc  nov;  living  in.     After  that,  Ilr,  ITcjaey  built  their  present  homo, 

12.  :,!r,  vMd  Mrs.  Converse  crJ.'ie  in  1952,    The  house  they 
circ  livin-;  in  v:as  built  by  Hr.  Converse  a  year  a^.o, 

13.  Mr,  ciid  Ilrs.  llumett  cci.ie  in  1952,    The  home  the,,  are 

liviu(j  in  is  new  rjnd  v.'as  built  bj  "Tr.  ^Burnett. 

Reporters  -    Kr.ren  Sul:ov; 
5  -  i        Pavid  lidison 

Visjitinc  John  Everill 
V.J?,  Ev^.lll  v;as  born  in  Dane  County,  V'isconsin,    He  v:aQ 
Lir^rried  t-  i:verill  in  Iowa.    Mr,  and  Mrs,  Everill  had  no 

cliilGrai.     r..Cj  uovcd  to  district  23  in  1920,     The,,  bought  tlieir 
far;.!  fro».i  Prc/il:  V^q/zDz  and  have  lived  there  thirty  three  years, 
Mr.  L^vcrill  v/a::  elected  to  the  school  board  ejnd  served  ten  years, 
Mr.  rred  GraVeniLh,  ^'r.  v.'alt.r  Elv/ard,  !^r,  Frank  Pelch  raid  Mr. 
Joe  If eleurtndt  served  f.lso. 

Re, sorter  -    Mor:aa  Teats 
The  Epleys 

Darl  i-,nd  Marjc^ct  Epley  ..loved  to  this  district  in  March  of  1944, 
The,,  live  on  a  one  hundred  sixty  acre  f3.rm.     The  Epleys  have  six 
ciiildren,  tiiree  boys  end  three  {jirls.    Their  names  are  Richard, 
'P.  rlene,  Ro^xr,  Jauies,  Mary  JoAnn  aid  Jane  Marie,    Mr.  Epley  is  a 
uie  iber  of  the  school  board. 

Reported  -    Dick  llcney 


Tlie  Praizlcrs 

I.i  1917  tiary  ciul  Jo£.eph  Praizler  bouclit  the  John  Puerst 
far^a  west  01  the  Ilurr  Oal:  School  which  v;aQ  the  fa-':«ily  hojae  until 
the  fall  of  1j52,    On  this  far:a  the,  reared  their  two  children, 
Crcorccna  r^id  Robert, 

Gcorjciia  studied  to  become  ail  elc:aentary  grade  teacher,  c>id 
Robert  G"i^"'.t^^-ctcd  fro.:i  the  University  of  Minnesota  as  a  chenical 
eiioinecr.    At  ^rcceiit^  Georcena,  f^rsi  A.  N,  Bliton,  lives  in  Austin 
end  Robert  resides  iii  Ghicai:;o,  Illinois, 

The  late  Joseph  Praizler,  who  died  July  12,  1952,  was  preceded 
iu  d^ath  by  his  v/ife,  October  12,  1934. 

Tliey  loved  their  fa-iily  vM  fara-home  aJid  cave  their  best  to 
them.    Their  persevereiice,  v/ill-pov/er  aiid  arabition  helped  theu  to 
achcive  their  raodest  cuid  honorable  stcJidards  of  live.     Each  one 
cci-^-cd  as  .ue::ibt.rs  of  the  school  board  of  Pi-ctrict  23  for  ...any  years 
One  i-.ciuent  thao  regained  in  their  ifle:aoiles  was  tiie  danc^e  caused 
by  vr-ndals  v;ho  entered  the  school  in  the  su.amer  of  1928.    Ira  Syck 
a^iprehexided  the  youths  and  recovered  nost  of  the  v/ater-soaked  books 
and  supplies  f ro..i  a  v/ooded  hide— out, 

A  Letter  frova  a  Porter  Student 

Pear  Gene, 

I  received  your  surprise  letteTc*  inquiring;  of  the  past,  I 
atteiidcd  the  sa.ae  school  you  are  now  attendinc#     That  was  ray 
fi:-st  c;radc  there,    Martha  Ilillier,  who  now  teaches  in  Austin,  was 
:,iy  first  teacaer.    I  lived  on  a  fam  about  one  raile  south-east 
of  the  Oasis,  0.1  which  the  Elwards  now  live. 
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In  tUccc  da:-s  t.-crc  ue-re  no  buses  to  pick  uc  up.    I  had  to  v;alk 
iro..:  tliao  nortUeact  through  tlie  woods,  to  tlie  little  white 

school  house.    Oscar  Pelch,  Gertrude  Vatt  and  v^alter  Prciich  are  the 
only  stiidcnto  I  rciie^her  now.    There  were  no  roado.    It  was  just  a 
trail?  r-/id  they  were  not  raveled. 

he  v.'a^t  t.irlt5  lived  East  of  the  sc.iool,  in  the  first  house  on 
the  sa^ae  side  of  the  road.    The  place  then  belonged  to  Bert  Perkins. 
ILe  Trenches  lived. south  of  the  school,  the  first  place  down  the  road, 

'Yours  sincerely, 
~  -  Geort^e-Rice  - 

::eiiiories  of  a  Por..ier  Teacher 

I  he. e  hecn  aslicd  to  reminisce  just  a  little,  .hoping;  that  I 
lai^-ht  recall  incidaits  of  the  two  years,  1920-21-22,  spent  as  a 
teacher  la  your  school. 

I  hadn»t  olciiucd  to  teacli  in  1920,  but  Mrs.  Eunice  Rice, 
Count.  Gupurintcndc.t,  net  me  downtown,  and  said  that  she  was  very 
much  in  need  of  an  c:^pcrienced  teacher  for  district  23.    I  hesitated, 
because  I  had  .ay  hoae  and  two  children  to  care  forj  but  wheii  I 
thought  it  over  and  found  so.aeone  to  satisfactorily  care  for  the 
children,  I  accepted. 

I  t..oucht  it  would  be  just  for  one  year.    However,  I  think  that 
teaching'  school  is  a  habit,  r^nd  the  next  year  found  rae  with  my  little 
Cray  pony  wcndinij  ay  way  into  the  country  a^ain. 

The  autu.m  ;aornii\js  were  thrilling.     Tlie  winter  morniiico  were 
Eo:.ieti..iCS  quite  exciting,  when  a  bliz-ard  raced  so  that  only  the 
pony  i^'icw  just  where  we  micht  be  {^olnz* 

It  Is  such  a  pleasure  to  remember  some  of  the  .boys  mO.  girls. 


IVcuiccy  iMoU,  a  first  -radcr,  just  loved  to  read.    She  read 

utoiy  boolis  her  first  year. 

I  rcoall  one  boy  v/ho  objected  to  GivinG  any  :!-.ore  ti:ne  to  a 
Given  lescoa.    I  insisted.    He  said,  "Kell,  I  !=nox7  it  nov,-.    I  said, 
"Uell,  you  spend  so.e  uore  time  on  it,  just  for  tho  sake  of  obedience 
f..io  ti...e.    vuat  do  you  suppose  I  .niGUt  l.ave  been  if  I  hadn't  learned 
to  obey  r    He  replied,  with  a  tv.inlde  i:i  his  eye,  "'.Veil,  naybe  an 
old  iacvLd," 

I  recall  taldnc  my  five  year  old  son  v;it:.  :.ie  to  visit  "biie 
pcliool  one  dL,y,  but  only  that  once,  ,  thank  you.    little  John  V/aloh  - 
cane  in  crying  to  tell  me  that  my  son  had  called  hi.a  a  pro-Germr/i-  ■ 

^hen  there  was  tragedy  alco.     Three  children  of  the  district 
died  of  black  diptheria,  two  little  daughters  of  .Mr.  caid  !Irs,  Janes 
nicon  aiid  a  little  Johnso.  Girl-    Two  of  the  little  cirlo  had  been 
attending  our  school.    One  was  a  pre-school  child. 

Oh,  yes.    Life  moves  on.    Now  those  boys  cJtid  cirls  are  rsen  and 
v;o...cn,  ccndin-  children  to  school. 

I  Irs,  Burt  Dibble 
Early  Teachers 

These  teachers  taught  Mrr  Oak  School  prior  to  18D4.  No 
authentic  records  were  kept  prior  to  that  time,  so  we  are  unable 

to  £ji^"c  the  dote. 

Looter  Paul 
Tir^^ie  ITorton 
I'iunic  C aileron 
Aimed a  Trucsdale 
Ksite  Vail  Ca^ap 
Glc.ro  Ellis 
TIaCJie  Vale 
An. lie  Vale 
Hilton  Bov;crs 
i:ffio  CvOod:;iaii 
Sadie  Litchfield 
Olive  Savcv^e 

lUily  Thcpson  Tlcl:  Haney 


( 


lilt,  rec tine  Sideli^jUts 
TlilG  v/ao  taV.cn  iToa  the  clerk»D  report  of  1894.    The  averace 
coot  ocr  ,.u,)il  v;ao  CI.06.    Today,  the  average  cost  per  pupil  is 
c;.2C3.06, 

In  1094,  ;;i50.00  v;as  voted  for  special  tax. 

i\.c  silver  i-iapleo  on  -tiic  grounds  were  planted  by  the  Watts 
children  over  cixty  years  a^o. 

In  132G,  at  the  school  board  meeting,  a  motion  v;as  .nade  to 
die  c  v/ell  Diid  fence  the  yard.    This  was  voted  on  each  year  and 
defeated  luitil  193:^.    At  'that  ti.:e-  the^-  voted  to  dig  the  well  but 
not  fence  tlie  rounds. 

In  1937,  the  entry  v/as  built  oJid  svdnGs  purchased. 

In  194c,  the  oil  burner  Y7as  bought. 

In  19:;o,  electric  lights  were  installed,  the  exterior  shingled, 
floors  refinished  c>id  new  encylopedias  purchased. 

In  1953,  a  bach  door  uas  cut  to  the  buildina*.  Supply  cupboards 
built,  nev;  clobc,  flac,  dictionaries  riid  four  desks  v/ere  purchased. 

The  Johnsons 

:'r,  cM  Ilrs.  Bennie  Johnson  moved  to  Burr  Oak  on  April  1,  1934* 
The:  v;ere  transferred  fro  i  Woodson  to  Burr  Oak  in  the  fall  of  1934. 
Ricry,  Floyd,  Harold,  Arling,  Gloria  Paphine  and  Nolan  all  went 
to  cchool  iu  Burr  Oak. 

13urr  Oak  School  1900 

by  Ardell  Bluae 

There  v/ere  nine  pupils  enrolled  in  1900.    Tiie  teacher  was 

Clara  Lo£;e.     The  following  were  pupils: 

Shirley  French  Oscar  T^elch 

Leuis  French  ^onney  Gc^a^an 

Walter  French  Gertrude  V/abt 
Jessie  Hillicr 
rdv/ard  Ilillier 
May  Ghav; 


It  v;a=  la:  croc  tine  to  note  that  5169.60  was  tUo  a^.ount  opcut, 
rii&  S175.00  v;aa  tiie  n-iount  voted.    That  year  they  ocXd  fa32.00  for 
x'ucl.    -cuar  bone,  mtorcct  v;as  r:3.66.    Their  other  e:cpenoeo,  which 
included  teacher- G  wajee  uid  supplies,  wore  571.95.    The  cash  on 
hand  \ias  S5.35. 

Rules  for  Pennanship  1895 
The  followinc  v;as  taken  froa  an  old  register  of  1895.  These 
are  the  rdlcc  that  .v/ere  xet  up       the  State  Pepartaent  in  1895. 

1.  There  ehould  he  only  two  classes,  one  usinc  long, 
properly  sharpened  slate  pencils  and  sponc;es,  the  other  usins  copy 

boo.-G,  jciiG  and  in!., 

2.  i'i.c  first;  raaitLoned  cIggg  should  include  all  pupilo 

of  the  first  tv;o  .radcs,   the  other,  all  pupils  of  the  "Third  Reader 
Grade",  Lxid  such  pupils  of  the  tv;o  hifjher  crades  as  ha^^e  not 
accii.ircd  sufficic.it  sldll  in  pen.acjiship. 

3.    nth  tact  the  teacher  shoud  carry  on  the  instinictlon 
of  both  clas.X'S  at  the  sa^ue  ti..ie, 

4,    Let  the  constcait  eJ.ra  be  to  attain  as  speedily  as  possible, 
le-ibility,  neatness,  Luid  case  and  rapidity  of  novoiaent. 


,0      i  : 


}3i\rr  Oal^  Scliool  1920 
TcQclicr  —  Ltlicl  MilbiTaicl 
PiipilG  — 

Jocc,)U  7,nro::y 
Drxz-a  John  con 
Opr.l  V'ilcon 
Liilicii  Eopo 
Amiic  Johnson 
rdnc,  Utcocl: 
Crcorocna  ''raisler 

ColcUc  rilcon 
Luclla  V,*c.lsh 
V.illic  ^Utcock 
Ruby  V'ilcon 

'     "      Biin-  Oal-:  School  1950 
TcacUcro  —  !'rc,  Arthur  Johnson 
Pupilc  — 

n.  rold  Crra^i' 
I^ar:,  Valch 
DoVuj-  Pra-isler 
Adolph  5vejl:ovcl:y 
LaVcrnc  Grarf 
Irene  V'clsh 
Ruci.c-11  vai  .ont 
Lit  on  Grax:^^^ 
Poro  thy  Gra^^^ 
lU  1(1  red  Lcctru^d 
Rojcr  S-vcJl:ovc;:y 
Dorothy  Elward 

Burr  Oal:  School  1940 
Teacher  —  Betty  Stro ng 

i?U  1^)11  C  """" 

Ilyx'on  (rj-'a^^f 
MLlo  Ilyluid 
Ployd  John con 
nilicra  Kulff 
Ma^ciiie  Gi'aif 
Harold  Johnson 
Arlin,j  Johnson 
Ruth  V'alher 


Mayphene  Gra^^ 
Gloria  Johnson 
DonrJLd  John  con 
Audrey  Kulff 
Ruby  ralher 
Bej;J^7  Lou  IlylsincL 
Marilyn  ?arr 
LciQ  Jecai  Gpurgeon 


Burr  Od:  School  1953 


TcacUcr  —    V'ilma  Nobbo 

i:>u£)iic.  — 

Gene  ConvcrGe 
ArdcU  Blu.  iG 
Arlccn  Bluae 
])aviu  Eklieon 
JUcl:  Hciney 
^lillip  Baldv/in 
Karen  Su'cov; 
11 0  ruin  Tc-qIs 
Citric! a  Lovlein 
Garrett  I';al<iwin 


Gcor^-e  Iloroe 
Rosemarie  Blu:ie 
Marvin  Lovlein 
Marl en e  Sukow 
Ricliai'ti  Gunderson 

Joa.1  Teats 
Nancy  V,'es£ielG 
Patricia  Rie.aan 
Carole  llo^cn 
Jurene  Ilogan 


Dear  I'rc,  NoVod  vxA  StxidentSj  ,  , 

;Uiiil:iii,,;  of  the  hictory  of  Burr  Ocyi  School  in  the  twenty  years 
v,'c  have  lived  near  it,  sends  raany  tliou{-hts  about  in  my  nind, 

A  rural  cchool,  and  ;noct  especially  our  Burr  Oa::,  is  a  BjIiiIdoI 
of  the  neighborhood.    It»s  teacher  cuid  students  within  set  the 
spirit  and  stcuidard  for  it»s  people  in  ho^aes  c^.d  farms  around  it. 

All  caii  recall,  corae  Christ.:ias,  that  the  walls  of  our  school 
ccXi  scarcely  hold  all  v;ho  wish  to  Gather  up  raid  add  to  their 
Cl.riLt.ias  spirit  hy  witneesinc  "The  ^ro^'rai-i" .  This  is  especially 
true  in  recent  years,  when  a  portion  of  the  procrajn  portrayed  the 
true  rnd  si.iple  story  so  hecjitifully  for  all  of  us.  A  warn,  cood 
f  cclinc  welled  up  in  the  young  and  not  so  young  alil:e. 

This  is  DA  incident  :aixed  with  seiiti^.'ient  that  I  recall.  V'hcn 
!1r.  Joiveph  Ilclcbrandt  passed  away,  .iany  in  our  district  reme.ab€:red 
that  few  hr.d  the  best  interests  of  our  school  more  at  heart  thon  he. 
The  day  before  his  funeral,  two  students,  Arleen  Blume  sJid  Karen 
Guhow,  a  bit  breathless  a^d  flushed  froa  rurmin£;  to  cur  home  from 
school,  held  out  a  noist  handful  of  coins  collected  by  the  teacher 
and  f/ludcnts  to  add  to  a  aemorial  to  one  wlxose  cenerous  deeds  did 
not  CO  unnoticed.    Ilio  son,  Pr.  G.  A.  Ilclebrnndt  was  touched  dxiQ. 


i 


plcaacil  iijGVL  hearing*  of  tuic  inciclenu, 

ilo  UiLtoiv  0^  I3i.irr  Oal:  v/ould  be  couple te  I  feci,  if  cJi  orchid 
v;cre  not  orci^cntcd  "bo  our  teaclier  of  the  paot  several  years, 
Hrc.  V'ili.ia  iIoIjVjg,    Under  her  evidence,  the  tone  of  school  wao  kept 
on  a  hiju  pl^iie.    Evidence  of  intcreGting  projectc,  varying  from 
Dcacon  to  Deacon  was  found  on  the  bulletin  boaiHi,  in  on  aquariun, 
a  bird  or  cocoon  collection,  et  cetra. 

Sincerely  axid  c^atefully  youro, 
Mrs,  Pred  Cravenish 

Meiuoriec  of  Pietilct  23 

rty  first  teacher  at  Burr  Oak  v/as  a  Miss  Helen  Jlalccr.  This 
uust  have  been  in  the  fall  of  1909,    I  renei'iber  her- only  as  a  D:i:all 
lady,  to  v;ho;a  I  could  run  for  i.elp  v/ith  my  school  problems,    I  recsJ.1 
her  telling'  me  that  I  v/as  a  good  singer,  but  telling  my  older 
sisters  Uiat  I  saiiij;  vvitliout  r.ia-^in^j  a  sound, 

:'y  firsb  ..iistal-^e  in  class  that  I  re.ae.'-iber  v/as  to  leave  one 
letter  out  vhere  there  should  be  double  letters,    !'iss  Baiicr  alv/ays 
told         "Hov/  1*1.1  c^ln^  to  let  you  write  it  over  ten  ti.nes  so  you 
don»t  forjet  a^ain,"     Because  she  let  ino  v;rite  it,  it  never  seencd 
lihc  pUiiisIi-Knt,    ily  Liother  tells  me  that  I  cried  when  she  left 
school  ao  the  end  of  the  teria,    I  would  like  to  :.ieet  her  Just  to 
tiianlv  her  a^^'ain. 

y.y  second  ^.j-^ade  teacher  was  a  ''rs,  Phillips,    Nov;  school  v/ork 
^■ot  a  little  harder.    I  had  to  write  words  without  a  book,  raid  I 
didn't  li'iic  it.    My  dog  used  to  follov7   .e  to  school.    I.Irs.  "fillips 
told  ..le  to  leave  hiui  ho.ae  fro  .a  now  on,  and  I  was  plenty  nad  at  her 
until  we  ^'ot  acquainted.    Our  school  was  cold  that  winter  ac^in, 
I    :'rs,   ,'hillips  alv.rys  let  me  study  near  the  stove,  so  we  were  pals 
t^jain. 


one  Gi"  tiie  ccliooloonru  :ac:.ibcr3  cUaced  uc  off  tain  ice  the  next 
tprlii-',  r.ial  ho  uGcd  a  v/aip  to  ^irove  he  necait,  "ctciy  off'*, 

I  ijjj:.e  luv  fii'Gt  piece  at  Chilstraas  cM  lived  through  the  eto^^e 
fri.^iit  to  ro^in. 

There  v;aG  never  a  dull  iao;jent  at  Burr  Oak  in  1911  v/ith  tfiss 
I^yi'tle  Garter  a£J  teacher.    I  now  applied  honest  effort  pjid  v.-orhed  to 
bo  neat       all  tiiiiea.    I  practiced  penaancihip,  out  in  conas  ejid 
periodc,  hut  I  lived  through  that  too.    The  bi{-  boys  built  a  daa  in 
the  road  ditch  and  flooded  the  school  crc^i^cls  i'^^  "^'^-^  cprinc    We  had 
toi  .jloy  incide  for  a  wed:  because  of  tlia  .:iud,    I  ctill  wonder  why  a 
school  ,/rcund  is  oftcii  lower  th^ii  a  road  and  left  that  way  for  years. 

V/e  played  soiid  lot  baseball  ever-y  su  .mer.    lass  Garter's  brother 
ca^c  to  visit  uc  tha^  spring,  and  he  was  the  first  left  hcjided  hitter 
wo  had  while  I  \,as  catcher.    Near  the  end  of  the  tera  we  broke  tlia 
bat,  and  that  "busted"  up  the  ball  Gc^ae^*    One  boy  took  tliis 
bro!:ai  bat,  end  tried  to  see  how  close  he  could  coi-ne  to  the  other 
boys  bare  feet  without  stabbin^j  then.    It  couldn't  last,  and  he  hit 
a  bic  boy's  foot,    Every  kid  wanted  to  see  hira  cet  his  nose  punched. 
I  l.appened  to  be  on  the  school  porch,  but  when  I  heo.rd  the  racket 
I  ran  to  sec,  because  I  didn't  want  to  uiss  anything;;.    Vlien  I  carae 
around  the  comer  of  the  school  house  I  ran  ric'ht  into  that  broken 
bat.    I  c^t  l;he  splintered  end  a{i:ainst  the  ri{;ht  side  of  my  nose, 
near  the  eye,    riiss  Carter  washed  it  out,  but  since  the  eye  wasn't 
hurt  we  just  laark.ed  it  lucky.    I  had  lots  of  headaches  for  the 
rest  of  the  tcr:ii. 

In  1912,  we  had  a  new  teacher,  Miss  Grace  Wartin,    Our  school 
too!:  on  a  new  lool:.    First  caiae  the  eye  test,    I  found  out  I  had  cone 
blind  in  /ay  ri^^h  b  eye  during;  school  vacation.    Bad  now  tool.,  ne  to 
'Or,  J,  ;  ,  Powers,    He  said  we  were  four  months  too  late  in  couiin^;  to 


h±a.     r..c  onl:-  tl.inij  Uc  could  do  v;ao  to  fit  no  vdfa  clasoeo  to 
protect  t;.c  „t;.ci-  e.e.  Carter  took  bov;G,  errovvs,  cisd  play  cworda 

I'rou  ut;  to  Ueoo  uo  fro..i  UurtUc  our  playaiites.    I  oertalaly 
crii«t  lil.,.e  Lcr.    The  ::id  v;ith  the  broken  bat  v;as  juGt  havinc  fun. 
It  ic  jucc  ccactliinc  tha..  happened.    I  still  lived  throuch  it  ond 

I  '^till  uc.rlc  it  luoUy. 

our  school  buildin-  was  enlarged.  Vfe  even  hc^  stora  uindows 
and  a  bi^.;cr  h eating;  furnace,  so  we  were  really  Getting  up  in  the 
vorld, 

A  dental  crca.  sclcs-upn  hrouGht  us  oaiiples.    One  little  fellow  - 
ate  half  of  hie  before  l^isc  Martin  noticed  what  he  was  doing. 

7uc  teachers  had  bcai  furniching  and  ^-etting  ug  all  the  books 
wc  needed  fro  .  the  librar,  in  Austin,  but  now  we  had  a  few  of  our  own, 
v;c  ^ot  a  Clohc,  ooue  larje  uapc,  rJid  a  water  cooler  for  summer.  Hot 
lunches  were  started  in  winter  during  the  two  years  I  had  :aGS  ::artin 
as  teacher.    I  thinV:  every  child  will  adait  she  was  tops  caid  a  go- 
getter  for  us.    Ilics  Hartin  had  trouble  with  boys  using  tobacco.  She 
expelled  two  cM  whi..ped  one.    Tl^at  stopped  all  use  of  tobacco  for  . 
thao  year.    In  the  last  school  .)rogra:a  I  had  to  be  the  comedi^ji,  so 
I  tool,  top  honors.    I  wonder  if  I  hc^e  forgotten  how  to  uia!,:e  a 
willow  v;histle. 

I  nearly  forgot  to  tell  about  the  day  I  vjas  hung,    v.'e  had  very 
little  plcyground  equip.aent,  so  we  made  our  own.    Soraeone  brought  a 
roi.e,  c.^a  we  put  up  a  swing,   aostly  for  the  girls.    One  day  we  tried 
cli.'.bing  rope,    'rhat  brolie  the  rope  on  one  side.    My  Md  brother 
wait  up  the  other  rope  vM  theii  pulled  the  rope  up  after  him.    It  was 
my  tuni  next,  and  he  wouldn't  tlirow  the  rope  down.    I  went  up  the 
tree  to  got  the  rope         box  his  ears.    He  niade  a  loop  and  tossed  it 
over  ny  head,    rhen  I  tried  to  take  the  loop  off  I  fell  out  of  the 
tree,     '^^e  rope  wasn't  long  enough,  end  a;;  feet  didn't  touch  the 
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ji'ouud.     i^ae  bic:  ooyc  cciv;  v.hat  v;as  ..aL>i>cninG.    T^ey  ran  over  and 
caujit  uc  Liid  untied  tiic  i-o.^e  alaost  before  it  pulled  tieht.    I  v/cJited 
to  pimcli  ray  ]J.d  brother,  but  he  ran  to  Misc  Martin  for  protection. 
Thcu  Che  L-.c::cd  a  bi-  boy  to  cut  the  old  rope  out  and  put  it  in  the 
fuel  room  before  t^oacone  did  ^et  hunc 

I  cann  help  but  notice  the  chai^ees  in  the  school  oe-fcup  over 
the  fort,  odd  yea3.'s.    Vlien  we  had  a  Chriotaas  program,  Santa  Clauc 
held  t:.e  GpctliLht,  cM  Jecus  wasn»  t  even  mentioned  in  the  entire 
pro^-rai.i.    Thcje  da:D  you  can  hardly  tell  the  difference  between  a 
public  cchool  ChriGtuao  procrain  and  the  procra:.is  we  have  in  church  . 
Siuiday  School  at  Cihristraas,    re  v/ere  taught  to  read,  write  r;id 
c.)ell  the  v;oixl  prat  er,  but  no  one  thought  of  teaching*  us  to  ask  God»s 
laoGcinc  when  v/e  Qi^l  down  to  our  lunches.    Now,  however,  we  Imow  that 
at  least  a  few  teac.ers  are  tr^in^  to  cncouro^e  the  children  to 
re.-.c./oer  their  table  prai^'c-rs,  even  at  school  lunch  rooias  cjnd 
cc/cterias.    More  power  to  the..i;  or  perhaps  I  should  Er.y,  "^^ay  the 
Lord  bless  the-,  all,  both  teacher  and  children."    I'm  not  tr^inc  to 
point  out  or  insiuuate  that  our  teachers  of  yester^^ears  were  not 
pious  people.    I  just  wont  to  point  out  the  change  of  schedule  and  as 
to  \.hat  was  cxoectcd  of  our  teachers. 

How,  just  a  word  to  the  teachers  of  today  in  this  little  rhyme. 

"Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  woulds't  teach. 

Thy  soul  .lUst  overflow, 

If  thou  cj-iother  soul  would  reach. 

It  need  the  overflow  of  heart 

To  the  lips  full  speech. 

Let  us  pray.    Oh,  let  rae  teach  the  ti-uth  of  life, 
In  the  most  effective  v;oy« 


And  let  inc  live  the  life  I  teach 

In  the  pi'ccence  of  God  each  day. 

Oh,  let  :iie  leam  ac  did  the  twelve, 

To  teach  for  Mriiiliind»s  sake. 

Let  us  pra:  further  for  all  teachers. 

\je  i.aplore  th„  blesDine 

Oh,  God,  on  all  of  us,  the  -lai  and  \7o:aen, 

V'ho  teach  the  children  of  our  nation, 

Tcach  uo  to  reverence  younc  lives. 

Gird  UG  for  our  task  with  patience  and  tranquillity.  . 
Give  us  special  tenderness  for  those  vAio  need  us  most. 
V'e  c-ive  thanks  for  the  Godly  teachers  we  have  had. 
l^cQl  the  etren-th  and  beauty  of  Christlike  service  shine 

through  our  lives. 
Hay  \'je  conLJtciitly  train  ourselves  to  be  more  like  the 

Grtat  teacher,  our  blaster,  Jesus  Christ,  Araen, 

Erwln  P.  Quast 
1000  Poster  Street 
Au-^-tin,  ?.!innesota 
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